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Accountability is essential for all believers. As we have talked about already in
the first chapters of 1 Corinthians, we live in a world saturated with a culture
that is telling us to live in every way but to live our lives for Christ. We are
surrounded by worldly living and sin. 

In this chapter, Paul is talking to the Corinthian church about immoral
members. We can take truths from this and apply them to our lives as we
surround ourselves with people and influences every day. We will talk more
about this in a couple weeks, 1 Corinthians 15:33 "Bad company corrupts good
character." Though we love all people, our majority time cannot be spent with
those who are not living a life for Christ. The friends we need and the friend we
need to be is one who is striving to be closer to Jesus and bring others closer to
Jesus. Just as important as people are to our lives, what we allow to influences
our lives matters too. What we are watching, listening to, singing and believing.
One bad seed can infect us in more ways than one.

We are absolutely called to love the world as Christ as loved the world and to
share The Gospel throughout the earth. As we share, love and pray for
everyone, we cannot hold those accountable to The Word who do not believe
The Word. Paul tells the Corinthian church, it is not about not associating with
sinners outside the church. It is about associating with sinners inside the
church. This is a harsh word, honestly. But what we can take from this is that
we are called to hold each other accountable. We should not want to claim
Christ in our lives and live for the world.

This is about judgement, grace, accountability and association. God judges.
Jesus saves. As believers, we hold each other accountable. We choose to
associate with those who lift us up and those we can bring closer to Jesus in our
relationship with each other. If you do not have someone keeping you
accountable, pray for the Lord to bring that person into your life. We want the
unleavened bread with sincerity and truth. 
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What does accountability mean to you?

If you do not have someone in your life who is keeping you accountable,
pray for the Lord to bring that person to you. Write your prayer here.

How do people and culture influence us? In what ways do you think your life
is being infleucned by those you associate with, good and bad?

Write down your friends names who are bringing you closer to Jesus and
who you are doing the same for in your friendship.

How should we love those who are not living their lives for Christ while not
being influenced by their decisions? The world and those who claim Christ.

*If you need help finding accountability, we would love to help you!
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